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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) (3 Claim(s) 1-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-8. 10-12. 14. 16-19.21-24.26 and 28 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) 9.13.15.20.25 and 27 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 25 February 2002 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 10-12, 14, 16-18,21-23, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,675,865 to Yoshida, in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,467,527 to Kubota et al. Referring to claims 1, 5 and 14, Yoshida discloses a housing (60) 
used for an electronic apparatus (50), which inherently houses a functional part (e.g., a display) 
comprising: an outer or support wall (20) formed by injecting a metal material into a molding 
space (12) in a metal die (1 1). See Fig. 4 and the corresponding specification. Yoshida also 
discloses the outer wall (20) including first end portion situated on an upstream end along a 
flowing direction of the metal material, a second end portion situated on a downstream end of the 
flowing direction of the metal material, and an injection portion formed on the first end portion 
where at least one gate is of the metal die is inherently situated, forming a space (not numbered) 
between the first end portion and the injection portion (see Fig. 5 and 8, and the corresponding 
specification). 

Yoshida does not specifically disclose injecting the metal material from a plurality of 
gates into the molding space (12). Kubota et al. disclose a pressure die-casting process, wherein 
a plurality of gates is provided for molten metal (see col. 9, lines 15-25). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
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injection molding device of Yoshida with an injection system having a plurality of gates as 
taught by Kubota et al., to limit the amount of molten metal flow into the mold cavity. 

Referring to claim 10, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing as claimed, 
including the support wall being inherently configured to support a functional part (e.g., a 
display), wherein the support wall includes a pair of projecting portions (not numbered) 
projecting from the support wall at intervals (see the marked-up copy of Fig. 8). 

Referring to claims 6, 12 and 16, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. inherently disclose a 
functional part or display unit (see Fig. 1 and the corresponding specification) as claimed, having 
a display panel (not shown) situated between the first end portion and the second end portion of 
the support wall. 

Referring to claim 21, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing as claimed, 
including a display panel (not shown, but inherent) situated between the first end portion and the 
second end portion of the support wall, and a computer main body having a keyboard, the main 
body being in electric communication with the display panel. See Fig. 1 and "Description of 
Related Art" section. 

Referring to claims 2, 7, 17 and 22, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing 
having a display unit and/or panel as claimed, wherein the injection portion includes first and 
second edge portions that extend from the first end portion towards the second end portion and 
facing each other, and a third edge portion bridged between a distal end of the first edge portion 
and a distal end of the second edge portion. See the marked-up copy of Fig. 8. 

Referring to claims 3, 8, 18 and 23, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing 
having a display unit and/or panel as claimed, wherein the metal material is a magnesium alloy 
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and is injected in a half-molten state into the molding space of the metal die. See Fig. 4 and col. 
4, lines 29-38. 

Referring to claim 4, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing as claimed, 
wherein said plurality of gates of the metal die are arranged at intervals along the first edge 
portion to the third edge portion. See Fig. 8 of Yoshida and col. 9, lines 15-25 of Kubota et al. 

Referring to claim 1 1, Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. disclose the housing as claimed, 
including the first end portion being situated on an upstream end along a flowing direction of the 
metal material, a second end portion situated on a downstream end of the flowing direction of the 
metal material. See Fig. 5 and 8, and the corresponding specification. 

Referring to claims 26 and 28, the recited method steps are inherently necessitated by the 
apparatus structure as disclosed by Yoshida in view of Kubota et al. (see col. 6, lines 7-54). 

Claims 19 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshida in view of Kubota et al., and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6, 072,274 to Jondrow. 
Yoshida, as modified, discloses the invention as claimed, except for the display being a liquid 
crystal display (LCD) panel. Jondrow discloses a molded LCD panel (30) for use in an 
electronic apparatus, such as a PC. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to provide the display unit of the portable computer of 
Yoshida in view of Kubota et al with an LCD panel as taught by Jondrow, to reduce the overall 
weight of the computer system. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9, 13, 15, 20, 25 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
apparatus and corresponding method claim(s) recite a housing formed by injection molding, 
wherein an injection portion of a support wall is covered by a synthetic-resin made cover, and 
the cover is fixed to the support wall by a plurality of locations along a first edge portion to a 
third edge portion of the injection portion. These features, in combination with the rest of the 
elements or steps, are not taught or suggested by the art references. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: U.S. Patent Application Publication Nos. US2002/0044410 to Nakano et al. and 
US2001/0003017 to Hosoi et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Q. Edwards whose telephone number is 571-272-2042. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on 571-272-2800, ext. 35. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

February 10, 2004 
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